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12th Grade/English IV 

You are required to read two books this summer. One is already chosen for you. The other is your choice from the list 

provided.  

Required: (NOTE: there are NO actual witches or witchcraft in this play) 

➢ The Crucible by Arthur Miller 

Choose one of the following: (There are 9 options, you should be able to find one you enjoy!) 

➢ Animal Farm by George Orwell 

When the downtrodden beasts of Manor Farm oust their drunken human master and take over management of the land, all are 

awash in collectivist zeal. Everyone willingly works overtime, productivity soars, and for one brief, glorious season, every belly is full. 

The animals' Seven Commandment credo is painted in big white letters on the barn. All animals are equal. No animal shall drink 

alcohol, wear clothes, sleep in a bed, or kill a fellow four-footed creature. Those that go upon four legs or wings are friends and the 

two-legged are, by definition, the enemy. Too soon, however, the pigs, who have styled themselves leaders by virtue of their 

intelligence, succumb to the temptations of privilege and power. While this swinish brotherhood sells out the revolution, cynically 

editing the Seven Commandments to excuse their violence and greed, the common animals are once again left hungry and 

exhausted, no better off than in the days when humans ran the farm.  

➢ Circe by Madeline Mill 

In the house of Helios, god of the sun and mightiest of the Titans, a daughter is born. But Circe is a strange child -- not powerful, like 

her father, nor viciously alluring like her mother. Turning to the world of mortals for companionship, she discovers that she does 

possess power -- the power of witchcraft, which can transform rivals into monsters and menace the gods themselves. 

Threatened, Zeus banishes her to a deserted island, where she hones her occult craft, tames wild beasts and crosses paths with 

many of the most famous figures in all of mythology, including the Minotaur, Daedalus and his doomed son Icarus, the murderous 

Medea, and, of course, wily Odysseus. 

➢ Wild Seed by Octavia Butler 

For a thousand years, Doro has cultivated a small African village, carefully breeding its people in search of seemingly unattainable 

perfection. He survives through the centuries by stealing the bodies of others, a technique he has so thoroughly mastered that 

nothing on Earth can kill him. But when a gang of New World slavers destroys his village, ruining his grand experiment, Doro is 

forced to go west and begin anew. He meets Anyanwu, a centuries-old woman whose means of immortality are as kind as his are 

cruel. She is a shapeshifter, capable of healing with a kiss, and she recognizes Doro as a tyrant. Though many humans have tried to 

kill them, these two demi-gods have never before met a rival. Now they begin a struggle that will last centuries and permanently 

alter the nature of humanity. 

➢ The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne 

First published in 1850, “The Scarlet Letter” is Nathaniel Hawthorne’s masterpiece and one of the greatest American novels. Its 

themes of sin, guilt, and redemption, woven through a story of adultery in the early days of the Massachusetts Colony, are revealed 

with remarkable psychological penetration and understanding of the human heart. 

Hester Prynne is the adulteress, forced by the Puritan community to wear a scarlet letter A on the breast of her gown. Arthur 

Dimmesdale, the minister and the secret father of her child, Pearl, struggles with the agony of conscience and his own weakness. 

Roger Chillingworth, Hester’s husband, revenges himself on Dimmesdale by calculating assaults on the frail mental state of the 

conscience-stricken cleric. The result is an American tragedy of stark power and emotional depth that has mesmerized critics and 

readers for nearly a century and a half. 
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➢ Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

At the dawn of the next world war, a plane crashes on an uncharted island, stranding a group of schoolboys. At first, with no adult 

supervision, their freedom is something to celebrate. This far from civilization they can do anything they want. Anything. But as 

order collapses, as strange howls echo in the night, as terror begins its reign, the hope of adventure seems as far removed from 

reality as the hope of being rescued. 

➢ Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

Ifemelu and Obinze are young and in love when they depart military-ruled Nigeria for the West. Beautiful, self-assured Ifemelu 

heads for America, where despite her academic success, she is forced to grapple with what it means to be black for the first time. 

Quiet, thoughtful Obinze had hoped to join her, but with post-9/11 America closed to him, he instead plunges into a dangerous, 

undocumented life in London. Fifteen years later, they reunite in a newly democratic Nigeria, and reignite their passion—for each 

other and for their homeland.  

➢ The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 

Set in the near future, it describes life in what was once the United States and is now called the Republic of Gilead, a monotheocracy 

that has reacted to social unrest and a sharply declining birthrate by reverting to, and going beyond, the repressive intolerance of 

the original Puritans. The regime takes the Book of Genesis absolutely at its word, with bizarre consequences for the women and 

men in its population. 

 

The story is told through the eyes of Offred, one of the unfortunate Handmaids under the new social order. In condensed but 

eloquent prose, by turns cool-eyed, tender, despairing, passionate, and wry, she reveals to us the dark corners behind the 

establishment’s calm facade, as certain tendencies now in existence are carried to their logical conclusions. 

➢ Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson 

San Piedro Island, north of Puget Sound, is a place so isolated that no one who lives there can afford to make enemies.  But in 1954 a 

local fisherman is found suspiciously drowned, and a Japanese American named Kabuo Miyamoto is charged with his murder.  In the 

course of the ensuing trial, it becomes clear that what is at stake is more than a man's guilt. For on San Pedro, memory grows as 

thickly as cedar trees and the fields of ripe strawberries--memories of a charmed love affair between a white boy and the Japanese 

girl who grew up to become Kabuo's wife; memories of land desired, paid for, and lost. Above all, San Piedro is haunted by the 

memory of what happened to its Japanese residents during World War II, when an entire community was sent into exile while its 

neighbors watched.  

➢ The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt 

Theo Decker, a 13-year-old New Yorker, miraculously survives an accident that kills his mother. Abandoned by his father, Theo is 
taken in by the family of a wealthy friend. Bewildered by his strange new home on Park Avenue, disturbed by schoolmates who 
don't know how to talk to him, and tormented above all by a longing for his mother, he clings to the one thing that reminds him of 
her: a small, mysteriously captivating painting that ultimately draws Theo into a wealthy and insular art community. 
 
As an adult, Theo moves silkily between the drawing rooms of the rich and the dusty labyrinth of an antiques store where he works. 
He is alienated and in love -- and at the center of a narrowing, ever more dangerous circle. 

 


